REL 422i New Testament in Religious Education
Winter 2021
Course Outline
Class Start Date & End Date
Online section:
Course starts: Thursday 07th January 2021
Course ends: Monday 19th April 2021
Final exam: 22-28 April

Class Meeting Time, Location, and Room
Online section:
Moodle platform
 Asynchronous: all time Moodle
 Two Individual tutorials (20 minutes each - Zoom platform)
 Optional Group tutorials: Zoom platform

Instructors Name:
Office:
Office Hours:
Telephone:
Email:

Stéphane Saulnier
2-05
Fridays 9.00 – 11.30 am
780 392 2450 ext 2210
Stephane.saulnier@newman.edu

Course Description
As listed in the NTC 2020-21 Academic Calendar:
The New Testament as a source for Religious Education. The formation and transmission of the New
Testament. A study of the Christology and Christian Discipleship of the Gospels and Pauline Epistles.

Course Objectives
The primary aim of this graduate level Core course is to introduce students to the New Testament
within the framework of a hermeneutic of faith in the Catholic ecclesial tradition.
During the course students will:
 Examine the background of the New Testament: biblical inspiration, transmission of texts,
translations, canonicity and hermeneutics.
 Analyze and assess the geographical, social, cultural and historical contexts from which the
New Testament texts emerged.
 Identify and explore some key theological themes of the New Testament for their application
in a contemporary cultural context.
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Examine sample texts under the following categories: author(s), structure, literary genre,
exegesis, theological meaning and significance for contemporary biblical scholarship, faith
and culture. Integration in the context of Religious Education.

M.DIV. Program Students
a) Intellectual Formation - The program shall foster sound knowledge of the revelation of
God in creation, in Israel, and in the person of Jesus Christ as witnessed to by Scripture and
the Church’s Tradition.
b) Cultural Context - The program shall foster an evangelical discernment of the ‘signs of the
times’ to engage with the reality of cultural diversity in the Church and world.
c) Personal and Spiritual Formation - The program shall foster growth in terms of human
and Christian maturity, as a personal response to being a disciple of Jesus Christ and as a
dimension of public witness.
d) Capacity for Ministerial Leadership - The program shall foster theological reflection on
and education for the practice of ministerial leadership in the Church and world.
MRE Program Students
a) Theological Instruction - The program shall offer students instruction in the major areas
of Catholic theology.
b) Religious Education Instruction - The program shall offer instruction in the discipline of
Religious education.
c) Cultural Context - The program shall foster a capacity to discern and engage the cultural
context as it impacts Catholic education.
d) Personal and Spiritual Formation - The program shall offer students with opportunities
to grow in their spiritual life and in their vocation as Catholic educators and witnesses to
the Gospel.
e) Integrating Theory and Praxis - The program shall offer integration of theological
knowledge and religious education formation in the professional work of Catholic
education.
MTS Program Students
a) Intellectual Formation - The program shall foster a survey knowledge of theology in the
following four areas; Foundational Theology, Sacred Scripture, Systematic Theology, and
Moral/Spiritual Theology
Course learning outcomes:
The academic outcomes pertain primarily to #1 listed under ‘Outcomes’ for the Master of Religious
Education Program, which states: ‘Have a familiarity with the major areas of Catholic Theology’, in
this particular case, in catholic biblical theology.1 Cognate areas of Systematic Theology, Moral
Theology and Sacramental/Liturgical Theology will be identified and illustrated as occasions arise.
By the end of the course students will demonstrate:
 A solid acquaintance with the New Testament and some of the methods pertaining to its
interpretation in a Catholic educational context.
 An understanding of the historical, theological and ethical issues raised in these canonical
books.
1

http://newman.edu/Programs/MasterofReligiousEducationMRE.aspx
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An ability to engage with textual, historical and theological issues raised by the material.
A deepening of their ability to communicate in an effective manner, both orally and in writing,
the result of their research and enquiries.
An ability to use the skills developed to apply their knowledge and understanding of these
ancient texts to the Church today in the context of Religious Education.

Course Assignments and Evaluation
The NTC 2020-21 Academic Calendar, stipulates that:
In order to obtain credit for a graduate course, a student must have completed all prescribed
course requirements by the end of the given semester of session period. Generally this entails
the following:
1. One 15-20 page research paper or the equivalent in the form of student presentations,
book reports, and/or short reflection papers. The total amount of written work including
exams cannot exceed 35 pages.
2. One final examination or two term examinations. Exams may be oral, written in class or
‘take home’. Oral exams should be 15-20 minutes in length.
Written material submitted for assessment in this course will amount to around 25 pages divided
up between: ten forum discussions (5 pages), a critical book review (10 pages), and a Thematic
Study (10 pages).
Final Oral examination will last 15 minutes and will take place through zoom during exam week
(see schedule below).
Forum Discussions (cumulated length 5 pages) - 10% final grade.
Based on An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics.
There are ten weekly graded forum discussions scheduled through the course.
Please note: the aim of the forum discussions is to nurture a student-centred learning
community. To this end, assessment is solely based on participation (150 words minimum per
forum discussion). Grade calculation: ten points available per forum discussion - up to 8 points
for your own contribution, and up to 2 points for your response to someone else’s contribution.
Critical book review (10 pages) – 30% of final grade
Based on Jesus of Nazareth, volume 1. Details will be given at the start of the course; a rubric will
be provided.
Thematic study (10 pages) – 30% of final grade
Details will be given at the start of the course; a rubric will be provided.
Final examination (oral) – 30% of final grade
Based on Jesus of Nazareth, volume 2. Details will be given three weeks before exam week.

Textbooks
Books in bold have been ordered through the NTC bookstore.
Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth volume 1: from the Baptism in the Jordan to the
Transfiguration (Doubleday Religion: 2007).
Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth volume 2: Holy Week – from the entrance into Jerusalem
to the Resurrection (Ignatius Press: 2011).
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Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate – On the Call to Holiness in Today’s
World (2018).2
J.F. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics (Liturgical Press: 2006)3
Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum (1965).4
Pontifical Biblical Commission, Sancta Mater Ecclesia – On the Historical Truth of the Gospels
(1964).5

Recommended Reading
Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth – The Infancy Narratives (Libreria Editrice Vaticana:
2012).
Pope Benedict XVI, “Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini on the Word of God
in the Life and Mission of the Church” (Pauline Books and Media: 2010).6
Pope Francis, “Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium - The Joy of the Gospel (Pauline
Books and Media: 2013).7
Pope Francis, “Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia – On Love in the Family, to
Bishops, Priests and Deacons, consecrated persons, Christian married couples, and all the lay
faithful.” (2016).8
Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate – On the Call to Holiness in Today’s
World (2018).9
Pontifical Biblical Commission, “The Interpretation of the Bible in the Church” (1993).10

Course Requirements
The following are required:
 Class Preparation: this must be done thoroughly and carefully
 Timely submission of all required written assignments.
Additionally, the instructor will schedule group tutorials through Zoom – participation in these
tutorials is entirely optional.
Late Submission Policy.
Students will set their own deadlines by week 2 of the course. Once these are set, the following will
apply: 10% off the grade per day late, up to a maximum of THREE days. Beyond this delay an
automatic Fail grade is allocated (59% for completed assignments; 0% for non-completed
assignments). In case of attenuating circumstances the submission of supporting evidence (e.g.
doctor’s note, etc.) automatically suspends the application of this policy. PLEASE NOTE – it is the
students’ responsibility to avail themselves of the Incomplete Grade Policy.
This is available on the Vatican website.
During the course this book will be particularly useful for general introduction to the various documents of the New Testament.
The final exam will be based on parts of this book. Beyond the course, this book remains an excellent resource for introductory
material on the New Testament from a catholic perspective. There is an abridged version of this book available: An Introduction to the
New Testament – Abridged Edition (Yale University Press: 2016) [376 pages].
4
Available full text on the Vatican website.
5
Available full text on the Vatican website.
6
Available full text on the Vatican website.
7 Available full text on the Vatican website.
8
Available full text on the Vatican website.
9 This is available on the Vatican website.
10
Available full text on the Vatican website.
2

3
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Course Schedule
Week 0 [7-9 Jan.]
Course orientation
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 1 ‘Approaching the New Testament’
 Second Vatican Council Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation – Dei Verbum11
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 1 [11-16 Jan.]
Introduction to the New Testament
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 2 ‘The Historical Background’
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 2 [18-23 Jan.]
St Paul and his letters (I)
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 3 ‘Paul and the Risen Christ’
Moodle Forum discussion #1
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 3 [25-30 Jan.]
St Paul and his letters (II)
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch 4 ‘Paul’s Shorter Letters’
Moodle Forum discussion #2
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 4 [1-6 Feb.]
St Paul and his letters (III)
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 5 ‘Paul’s Longer Letters’
Moodle Forum discussion #3
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 5 [8-13 Feb.]
Introduction to the Gospels
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 6 ‘Introduction to the Gospels’
 PBC, Sancta Matter Ecclesia (PDF provided)
Moodle Forum discussion #4
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Reading Week [15-20 Feb.]
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 6 [22-27 Feb.]
The Gospel of Mark
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
11

Available full text on the Vatican website.
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Ch. 7 ‘The Gospel According to Mark’

Moodle Forum discussion #5
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 7 [1-6 March]
The Gospel of Matthew
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 9 ‘The Gospel According to Matthew’
Moodle Forum discussion #6
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 8: [8-13 March]
The Gospel of Luke
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 10 ‘The Gospel According to Luke’
Moodle Forum discussion #7
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 9: [15-20 March]
The Book of Acts
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 12 ‘The Acts of the Apostles’
Moodle Forum discussion #8
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 10: [22-27 March]
The Gospel (and Letters) of John
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 11 ‘The Gospel According to John’
 Ch. 17 ‘The Johannine Letters’
Moodle Forum discussion #9
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 11 [29 March – 03 April]
Letters in the Pauline Tradition
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 13 ‘Letters in the Pauline Traditions’
 Ch. 14 ‘The Pastoral Letters’
Moodle Forum discussion #10a
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 12: [5-10 April]
The Catholic Epistles
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 15 ‘The Letters of James, Jude, and First Peter’
 Ch. 16 ‘The Letter to the Hebrews’
 Ch. 19 ‘The Second Letter of Peter’
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Moodle Forum discussion #10b12
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 13: [12-17 April]
The Book of Revelation
Acquiring knowledge:
Read from J. Kelly, An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 Ch. 18 ‘The Book of Revelation (the Apocalypse)’
Course Evaluation
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 14: [19-23 April]
Final Oral Examination – This will be scheduled during exam week, as defined by the Registrar’s
Office. The instructor will accommodate through the Zoom platform.

General Academic Information
Course Attendance
No credit will be given for a course if the student has been absent, for any reason whatever, from
one-third or more of the lectures and/or seminars scheduled for the term. Likewise, no credit will
be given if term assignments or other assignments are or remain incomplete.
Leave of Absence and Policy for Incompletes
Extensions to an incomplete grade may be granted in extenuating circumstances, but may not exceed
16 weeks following the end of the course. Students who fail to complete course work by the agreed
deadline will have a grade assigned which is based on work completed.
Academic Integrity
Acts of academic dishonesty (plagiarism, cheating, etc.) are subject to an appropriate penalty. The
grade “F” may be assigned to a student guilty of such acts by the professor of the course in which the
infraction occurred. A second offense against academic integrity renders the student liable to
automatic dismissal from NTC. Further details are available in the Student Handbook in the
Academic Misconduct Policy.
Academic Grievances
Students may appeal grades received; the procedure is outlined in the Student Handbook in the
Grade Appeal Policy. For other grievances, students will refer to the Student Grievances Policy also
outlined in the Student Handbook.
NOTE: The GPA is computed on the basis of cumulative grade point (letter) values, not percentage
values. All courses are included in this calculation except those exceeding degree requirements and/or
received as transfer credits from other recognized institutions.

12

Only if you did not contribute to Forum Discussion #10a.
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Grading System
Undergraduate Studies

Graduate Studies

Grade Meaning

Grade

Grade Point

Grade Meaning

Grade

Grade Point

Excellent

A+
A
A-

4.0
4.0
3.7

Excellent

A+
A
A-

4.0
4.0
3.7

Good

B+
B
B-

3.3
3.0
2.7

Good

B+
B
B-

3.3
3.0
2.7

Adequate

C+
C
C-

2.3
2.0
1.7

Adequate

C+
C
C-

2.3
2.0
1.7

Marginal

D+
D

1.3
1.0

Fail

D+
D
F

1.3
1.0
0.0

Fail

F

0.0

Written Assignments - Style and Format
Newman Theological College requires that all written work be submitted in acceptable academic
format and style. Please note the following regulations:
Regulations
Research papers, book reports, article summaries, reflection papers, and essays should be doublespaced, printed on one side only, and submitted on white, 8.5” x 11” paper.
A standard type style, such as Times New Roman, with a 12-point font size, must be used. The
instructor will specify the most recent edition of the style manual to be used:
Kate Turabian, “A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations” (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press).
Joseph Gibaldi & William Achters, eds., “MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers”
(New York: Modern Language Association of America).
American Psychological Association “Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association” (Washington: APA Publications).
Copies of these standard references may be purchased in the NTC bookstore.
Ignorance of standard form is not considered an acceptable excuse for deviation from required
standards of format and style.
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Academic Regulations
The following Academic Regulations are located in the Academic Calendar for your reference:
 Changes in Registration: Add/Drop/Withdraw Notice
 Course Work
 Final Examination Schedule
 Incomplete Grade Policy
 Inclusive Language
Related Academic Matters
The following Related Academic Matters are located in the Academic Calendar for your reference:
 Grade Reports & Posting
 Glossary of Academic Terms
Other Related Policies
The following policies are located in the Student Handbook for your reference:
 Academic Misconduct Policy
 Grade Appeal Policy
Recording of Lectures
Audio or video recording of lectures, seminars or any other teaching environment by students is
allowed only with the prior consent of the instructor. Recorded material is to be used solely for
personal study, and is not to be used or distributed for any other purpose without prior written
consent from the content author(s).
Student Accessibility Services:

A student with special needs that could affect their performance in class should contact their
professor during the first week of the term so that appropriate arrangements can be made. They
should also register with Student Services by contacting Sr. Zoe Bernatsky at 780-392-2450 ext.
2213; email zoe.bernatsky@newman.edu

Bibliography (May be distributed in class.)
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