FND 310 / FTH 500 Patristic Theology
Fall Semester 2021-2022
Course Outline
Class Start Date & End Date
On-campus:
Course starts: Thursday 9 Sept
Course ends: Thursday 9 Dec
Final exam: Exam week.

Class Meeting Time, Location, and Room
Class will run on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:00 – 11:20 am, in St Eugene de Mazenod
classroom.
Instructors Name:
Office:
Office Hours:
Telephone:
Email:
Skype:

Stéphane Saulnier, Ph.D.
2-05; NTC Campus
Mondays 2:45 – 4:00 pm, or by appointment.
780 392 2450 ext. 2210
stephane.saulnier@newman.edu
NA

Course Description
An historical and literary overview of Christian writers and theology from the first to the
seventh century. Select Fathers in the eastern and western Church, the development of
Trinitarian and Christological doctrine, and the emergent western theological tradition will
be considered.
Course Objectives
This core BA course (FND 310) is also offered at graduate level as an elective (FTH 500).1
The course aims to develop further students’ critical and analytical skills necessary for the
study of early Christian doctrine (the first seven centuries), focusing specifically on the
Christological and Trinitarian controversies. The course is text-based, and a significant
amount of time should be spent reading and digesting the primary sources. There will be two
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Graduate level prerequisites to this course: FTH 400 and STD 450.

Tel. 780.392.2450
10012-84 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T6A 0B2
www.newman.edu

90-minutes sessions per week (Tuesdays and Thursdays), at least one of which will run as a
seminar exploring primary texts.

The instructor will adopt a student-centred, constructivist approach, which favours the major
principles of andragogy. With this in mind the course focuses on learning outcomes that target
primarily the cognitive domain of learning.2 Within this cognitive domain, learning outcomes are
designed to address the following six categories: knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis,
synthesis, and evaluation.
Course learning outcomes are differentiated per program below in order to match Program
Goals. Students are required to identify the learning outcomes that pertain to their
particular program.
Master of Divinity and Master of Theological Studies Students:
M.Div. Program Goals
* M.T.S. Program Goal
a) Intellectual Formation* - The
program shall foster sound
knowledge of the revelation of God
in creation, in Israel, and in the
person of Jesus Christ as witnessed
to by Scripture and the Church’s
Tradition.
b) Cultural Context - The program
shall foster an evangelical
discernment of the ‘signs of the
times’ to engage with the reality of
cultural diversity in the Church and
world.
c) Personal and Spiritual Formation
- The program shall foster growth
in terms of human and Christian
maturity, as a personal response to
being a disciple of Jesus Christ and
as a dimension of public witness.
d) Capacity for Ministerial
Leadership - The program shall
foster theological reflection on and
education for the practice of
ministerial leadership in the Church
and world.

FTH 500 Learning Outcomes in relation to MDiv
Program Goals:
In this course you will
1. Develop a greater acquaintance with Christian
doctrine and with the process in which the later
came to be formulated during the period of the
Church Fathers.
2. Demonstrate a sound understanding of the
theological issues surrounding the Christological
and Trinitarian controversies that emerged
during the period, and their resolution in the
process of defining Christian orthodoxy.
3. Master further analytical skills through engaging
with textual, historical and theological issues
raised by the material.
4. Acquire a greater affinity with Patrology through
the consideration of the life and work of a chosen
Father.
5. Articulate and communicate in a sophisticated
manner, both orally and in writing, the result of
your research and enquiries.
6. Evaluate the significance of these foundational
texts to the life of the Church today.

This is based on Bloom’s 1956 taxonomy of educational objectives, the other two domains of learning being ‘affective’ and
‘psychomotor’.
2
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Instructional activity
Class instruction
Self-directed study

Learning Outcomes
#1; #2; #4; #5
#1; #2; #3; #4; #5

BA in Catholic Studies students:
B.A. Catholic Studies Program Goals
a) Broad familiarity with the
contributions of Catholicism to
Western Culture
b) Knowledge of major Western
philosophical disciplines, and
especially Thomism;
c) Skills in reading, writing and oral
communication;
d) Skills in research and logical analysis;

FND 310 Learning Outcomes in relation to BA Program
Goals.
In this course you will:
explore the development of the articulation of the
Christological and Trinitarian doctrines of the Church in
the first seven centuries. (PG: a, b, c, d)
analyse primary texts in depth, evaluating the pertinent
history of interpretation of the text (PG: a, b, c, d, e)
develop an informed synthesis of the Christological and
Trinitarian controversies during the period at hand, and
their resolution in Orthodox Christianity. (PG: a, b, c, e)
identify contemporary challenges to the Christological
and Trinitarian doctrines, and propose explore one
primary text that might offer some light to the discussion.

e) Opportunity for Growth in Christian
discipleship.

Course Assignments and Evaluation

As per the NTC 2021-2022 Academic Calendar:3
All graduate courses shall require the following:
 One 15-20 page research paper or the equivalent in the form of student presentations, book
reports, and/or short reflection papers. The total amount of written work including exams
cannot exceed 35 pages.
 One final examination or two term examinations. Exams may be oral, written in class or ‘take
home’. Oral exams should be 15-20 minutes in length.
All undergraduate courses shall require the following:
 One 10-12 page research paper or the equivalent in the form of student presentations, book
reports, and/or short reflection papers. The total amount of written work including exams
cannot exceed 25 pages.
 One final examination or two term examinations. Exams may be oral, written in class or ‘take
home’. Oral exams should be 10 minutes in length.
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Available at http://www.newman.edu/Admissions/AcademicRegulations.aspx#CourseWork
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Synthesis papers – Focus: Christological Controversies and their resolution.
In these papers student will analyze and evaluate the challenges raised by figures such as Arius,
Apollinarius, Nestorius, or Eutyches, and will explore the responses offered by orthodox Fathers,
highlighting in the process how these responses shaped the articulation of Christian Doctrine.
‘Meet the Fathers’ oral presentations – Focus: Patrology.
Students will present in class the life and works of one Church Father, identifying some major
contributions to Patristic Theology and the development of doctrine.
Final written examination – Focus: Trinitarian controversies and their resolution.
At the end of the course students will take a three-hour final examination. This examination will be
based on the primary sources explored in the course.
Assignments
M.Div.
M.T.S.
B.A.
Cath.
Studies

Four Synthesis papers (five pages each)
Oral Presentation (15 minutes)
Written examination (three hours)
Two Synthesis Papers (five pages each)
Oral presentations (10 minutes)
Written examination (three hours)

Due date
As per class schedule
As per OP schedule
Exam week
As per class schedule
As per OP schedule
Exam week

% final
grade
50
20
30
50
20
30

Textbooks
All students:
R. A. Norris, The Christological Controversy (Sources of Early Christian Thought:
Fortress Press: 1980)
W. G. Rusch, The Trinitarian Controversy (Sources of Early Christian Thought;
Fortress Press: 1980)
Graduate level students only:
Congregation for Catholic Education, Instruction on the Study of the Fathers of the
Church in the Formation of Priests4
E. R. Hardy, Christology of the Later Fathers (The Library of Christian Classics;
Westminster John Knox Press: 1st ed. 1954)
Recommended Reading
Secondary Sources:
Pope Benedict XVI The Church Fathers from Clement of Rome to Augustine (Ignatius
Press: 2009).5
B. Daley S.J., God Visible - Patristic Christology Reconsidered (Oxford University Press:
2019)
4
5

A PDF will be circulated in class.
This collection of Wednesday Audiences from Pope Benedict XVI is also accessible on the Vatican Website.
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C. Hall, Reading Scripture with the Church Fathers (InterVarsity Press: 1998).
C. Hall, Learning Theology with the Church Fathers (InterVarsity Press: 2006).
J.N.D. Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines (Continuum: 2000 5th ed.).6
J.N.D. Kelly, Early Christian Creeds (Routledge: 1982)
J. Zachhuber, The Rise of Christian Theology and the End of Ancient Metaphysics:
Patristic Philosophy from the Cappadocian Fathers to John of Damascus (Oxford
University Press: 2020)
Primary Sources of interest to this course:
St Augustine, On the Trinity
St Athanasius, On the Incarnation
St Basil the Great, On The Holy Spirit
St Cyril of Alexandria, Letters to Nestorius; On the Unity of Christ
St Gregory Nazienzus, On God and Christ; the Five Theological Orations; Two Letters
to Cledonius
St Gregory of Nyssa, That There Are Not Three Gods
St Irenaeus, Against Heresies; The Apostolic Preaching
St John of Antioch, The Formula of Union
St Leo the Great, Letter to Flavian
St Maximus the Confessor, On the Cosmic Mystery of Jesus Christ
All Acts and Canons of the first six Ecumenical Councils of the Church.
Course Requirements
All Students:
On-campus section:
Attendance and participation to all sessions (College Policy applies).
Careful reading of the materials in preparation for class.
Each student is to attend one individual tutorial (on campus - 15 minutes)
Course objectives
Knowledge;
comprehension
Analysis;
evaluation;
Synthesis

Assignments
Oral presentation in class
Synthesis papers
Written exam

Grade distribution
20%
50%
30%

Late Submission Policy.

Late submissions are accepted for a fee: 10% off the grade per day late, up to a maximum of
THREE days. Beyond this delay an automatic Fail grade is allocated (49% for completed
assignments; 0% for non-completed assignments). In case of attenuating circumstances,
the submission of supporting evidence (doctor’s note and the like) automatically suspends
the application of this policy. PLEASE avail yourselves of the Incomplete Grade Policy.
6

Highly recommended, especially for those who have not taken FTH 400 Early Church History.
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Course Schedule
Week

Lecture Topics (Tuesdays)

‘Quest for Orthodoxy’
Seminars (Thursdays)

Week 1
9 Sept
Week 2
14/16 Sept

Introduction to Reading the Church Fathers;

Week 3
21/23 Sept

The Greek Apologists
‘Meet the Fathers’: Justin Martyr; Irenaeus

Christology I:
Overview of New Testament
Christology
Christology II:
Melito of Sardis; Irenaeus

Week 4
28/30 Sept

Infancy of the Anti-heretical discourse
‘Meet the Fathers’: Tertullian; Origen

Christology III:
Tertullian; Origen

Arius and the Response of Nicaea
‘Meet the Fathers’: Athanasius; Hillary

Christology IV:
The Arian controversy

Week 6
12/14 Oct

St Athanasius of Alexandria – Father of
Orthodoxy; De Incarnatione

Christology V:
De Incarnatione

Week 7
19/21 Oct

Apollinarius; Constantinople I
‘Meet the Fathers’: Gregory Nazianzen; Gregory
of Nyssa
The Nestorian Controversy; Ephesus
‘Meet the Fathers’: Basil the Great; Cyril of
Alexandria
From Ephesus to Chalcedon (and beyond)
‘Meet the Fathers’: John Chrysostom; Ambrose

Christology VI:
The Apollinarian controversy

Week 5
5/7 Oct

Week 8
26/28 Oct
Week 9
2/4 Nov
9/11 Nov
Week 10
16/18 Nov
Week 11
23/25 Nov
Week 12
30 Nov/2
Dec
Week 13
7/9 Dec
Week 14
13 Dec

Judeo-Christianity: its world; its theology.
‘Meet the Fathers’: Clement; Ignatius

Reading Week
The Antiochene Fathers; Other Fathers of the
East
‘Meet the Fathers’: Jerome
The Greek World of the VI Century: aftermath
of Chalcedon
‘Meet the Fathers’: Augustine of Hippo
The Last Greek Fathers: VI to VIII centuries
‘Meet the Fathers’: Maximus the Confessor
The Latin Fathers: VI to VIII centuries
‘Meet the Fathers’: Gregory the Great

Christology VII:
The Nestorian controversy
Christology VIII:
The Monophysite and
Monothelite controversies
Trinitarian controversy I:
Key texts
Trinitarian Controversy II:
Key texts
Trinitarian Controversy III:
Key texts
Trinitarian Controversy IV:
Key texts

Exam week
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General Academic Information
Course Attendance
No credit will be given for a course if the student has been absent, for any reason whatever, from
one-third or more of the lectures and/or seminars scheduled for the term. Likewise, no credit will
be given if term assignments or other assignments are or remain incomplete.
Leave of Absence and Policy for Incompletes
Extensions to an incomplete grade may be granted in extenuating circumstances, but may not
exceed 16 weeks following the end of the course. Students who fail to complete course work by the
agreed deadline will have a grade assigned which is based on work completed.
Academic Integrity
Acts of academic dishonesty (plagiarism, cheating, etc.) are subject to an appropriate penalty. The
grade “F” may be assigned to a student guilty of such acts by the professor of the course in which
the infraction occurred. A second offense against academic integrity renders the student liable to
automatic dismissal from NTC. Further details are available in the Academic Calenda in the
Academic Misconduct Policy.
Academic Grievances
Students may appeal grades received; the procedure is outlined in the Academic Calenda in the
Grade Appeal Policy. For other grievances, students will refer to the Student Grievances Policy also
outlined in the Academic Calenda.
NOTE: The GPA is computed on the basis of cumulative grade point (letter) values, not percentage
values. All courses are included in this calculation except those exceeding degree requirements and/or
received as transfer credits from other recognized institutions.
Grading System
Undergraduate Studies

Graduate Studies

Grade Meaning

Grade

Grade Point

Grade Meaning

Grade

Grade Point

Excellent

A+
A
A-

4.0
4.0
3.7

Excellent

A+
A
A-

4.0
4.0
3.7

Good

B+
B
B-

3.3
3.0
2.7

Good

B+
B
B-

3.3
3.0
2.7

Adequate

C+
C
C-

2.3
2.0
1.7

Adequate

C+
C
C-

2.3
2.0
1.7

7

Marginal

D+
D

1.3
1.0

Fail

F

0.0

Fail

D+
D
F

1.3
1.0
0.0

Written Assignments - Style and Format
Newman Theological College requires that all written work be submitted in acceptable academic
format and style. Please note the following regulations:
Regulations
Research papers, book reports, article summaries, reflection papers, and essays should be doublespaced, printed on one side only, and submitted on white, 8.5” x 11” paper.
A standard type style, such as Times New Roman, with a 12-point font size, must be used. The
instructor will specify the most recent edition of the style manual to be used:
Kate Turabian, “A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations” (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press).
Joseph Gibaldi & William Achters, eds., “MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers”
(New York: Modern Language Association of America).
American Psychological Association “Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association” (Washington: APA Publications).
Copies of these standard references may be purchased in the NTC bookstore.
Ignorance of standard form is not considered an acceptable excuse for deviation from required
standards of format and style.
Academic Regulations
The following Academic Regulations are located in the Academic Calendar for your reference:
 Changes in Registration: Add/Drop/Withdraw Notice
 Course Work
 Final Examination Schedule
 Incomplete Grade Policy
 Inclusive Language
Related Academic Matters
The following Related Academic Matters are located in the Academic Calendar for your reference:
 Grade Reports & Posting
 Glossary of Academic Terms
Other Related Policies
The following policies are located in the Academic Calenda for your reference:
8




Academic Misconduct Policy
Grade Appeal Policy

Recording of Lectures
Audio or video recording of lectures, seminars or any other teaching environment by students is
allowed only with the prior consent of the instructor. Recorded material is to be used solely for
personal study, and is not to be used or distributed for any other purpose without prior written
consent from the content author(s).
Student Accessibility Services:

A student with special needs that could affect their performance in class should contact their
professor during the first week of the term so that appropriate arrangements can be made. They
should also register with Student Services by contacting Sr. Zoe Bernatsky at 780-392-2450 ext.
2213; email zoe.bernatsky@newman.edu

Bibliography (May be distributed in class.)
A bibliography will be circulated at the start of the course.
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