
 Eminent Chancellor Feehan, Archbishop Smith, Bishop Bittman, Bishop 

Motiuk, Bishop Terrio, Reverend Fathers and Religious, honored guests all, it 

is an honor and a privilege to be with you today.    

 It is more than appropriate to begin with giving thanks. I would like to 

begin with thanks to the Board of the College for the confidence it has shown 

in me.  Thanks are also due to the faculty, staff and students of Newman for 

the tremendous support and prayers that you have shown over the weeks 

since my appointment. It is truly a blessing to work with people who have 

such a tremendous commitment to the mission of the College and the life of 

the Church.   

I would also like to thank my Executive Assistant Michelle Maxwell who 

keeps me organized, a big job indeed, and who organized this evening so well.  

I would also like to thank the many people who helped her put on this event, 

especially those from the Foundation, the Communications Office and the 

Seminary, as well as this evening`s accompanist David Moret.  Finally, thank-

you to my wife Christine whose grace and beauty makes every day a joy for 

me no matter what challenges arise.  I love you.     

And thank all of you for coming to this installation this evening.   We are 

more familiar with the installation of household appliances—stoves, 



dishwashers and such—than we are with the installation of Presidents.  Yet, in 

both cases we expect what we install to be useful, and in both cases it can be 

very frustrating when they don`t work as expected.   As President my role, of 

course, is to provide leadership, but within the Church all leadership is a 

matter of service.  I would like to assure you of my commitment to work with 

each of you—Faculty and Staff, Board members and Senators, benefactors and 

last, but certainly not least, students—to help Newman Theological College be 

a context in which to fulfil your potential and contribute to the mission that 

God has entrusted to you.  

 I am firmly convinced that this is a moment of grace in the history of the 

College.  In recent years we have faced many challenges together, and we have 

faced them successfully.   Ever increasing expenses have been brought under 

control, we have established ourselves in a beautiful and efficient new 

building, we have developed new and productive relationships with our 

partners at the Pastoral and Administrative Offices on this Catholic Campus.   

All of this gives us the freedom and responsibility in the coming months 

to look towards the future with confidence and to focus intently on fulfilling 

our mission of providing the best theological education possible to the Church 

in Edmonton and Western Canada.  Together we will ensure that this great gift 



that God has given to us in Newman Theological College is not wasted.  

Together we will build on the proud tradition of this College, working towards 

the future that God wants for us, a future that is sure to exceed the limits of 

our wildest imagination. 

 Thank-you. 

 

  


