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Your Grace, your Excellency, eminent Chancellor, members of the platform 

party, distinguished guests, graduands, relatives, and friends of Newman.  I 

would like to start by thanking you for the opportunity to speak at such a 

joyous celebration of education, growth and achievement.  My fellow 

classmates don’t exactly know me as the quiet and understated type, but I 

promised not to go longer than one of Fr. Penna’s homilies. 

When the news came that I had to prepare an address for today I did what all 

good Newman Grads have learned how to do… I hit the books and studied… 

which these days mean “Google”.  Looking at various openings statements, 

topics and closing words.  Some resources said that I should start with a joke 

so in a previous version (before the redactors took over) I had an opening 

statement that commented on the reason for bishops always being the last to 

arrive at a function is merely due to the fact that they can only travel across 

the diagonal.   

But then I settled on the teachings, class notes, and papers that now (still) 

decorate my study.  One lesson stood above the rest.  It was introduced to us 

when we started on this process so many years ago and has continued to 

guide our education and our actions even to this day.   

Such a small passage with such powerful implications.  In a room of religious 

educators, whether we are lay, or clergy (or somewhere in between).  We 

have all been challenged to live our faith! Use the word faith as a verb.  If there 

is one thing we have learned through our time here at Newman Theological 

College and St. Joseph Seminary is that the journey of faith formation is not a 

quick nor straight path, but there is a beacon shining in grace, in glory and in 

love guiding us gently into the open and waiting hands of our loving father.  

This is our challenge; this is our call, to be that beacon of guiding love for all of 

God’s Children. 

  Education, Catholic Education must be a vocation of love, because with love 

at its centre how can we miss seeing the pupil as our Father sees us.  We stand 

here today, in all our vestments and finery, with a challenge. In our chosen 



vocations we are all called to be leaders in our faith and in our lives.  We are 

called to be disciples and to evangelize.  As a Catholic educator, regardless of 

your official title, it is important to foster the future development of three-

dimensional leaders, formed in the Catholic faith.  With Christ as our 

foundation we must all remember that love is at our centre.  To have our 

students walk into our schools, or anyone come into our lives for that matter 

and know immediately that they are loved by God is an immeasurable gift.  

The tradition and history of our prayers and action connect us together with 

all Catholics, past, present and future.  There is spiritual weight given to a 

community that has been built on a tradition founded in Christ.  We have all 

been given an opportunity though our time here at Newman Theological 

College and St. Joseph Seminary to engage in faith as an action.   

Through the numerous sessions our various programs have offered, we have 

been given an opportunity to explore questions of spirituality, leadership, 

faith, love and sacrifice.  Through numerous discussions and readings, 

reflections and presentations, we journeyed as a collegial family toward the 

common goal of increasing the clarity that is required to truly “seek and find” 

in an effort to model ourselves after the Greatest Teacher.  

I would like to thank our instructors, professors and advisors, through their 

stories and lessons, you journeyed with us through the dynamic and ever 

changing hallways of education.  Challenging us to think more and hesitate 

less, to engage more, read more, discuss more and worry less.  And even 

though we might not be leaving here today with all the answers, we are all 

better equipped to engage those questions. 

We have now received our talents from our father and to quote one of our 

authors from our studies,  N.T. Wright states that “(w)e need to articulate, for 

the post-postmodern world, what we might call an epistemology of love” 

(Wright p.195)   The strong, safe nurturing environment created in our 

schools and parishes is developed because we are called to know each other 

by name, to love each individual.  The sacraments and liturgies handed down 

through the tradition of the Church which we have so meticulously studied 



are the actions, and traditions, provided to us by Jesus Christ himself to 

illustrate that love.  “We love- because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 

So thank you faculty, for the gift of time, knowledge, patience and 

understanding.  Thank you families, friends and supporters for all of your 

love, support and authentic debate. Thank you fellow graduands for the 

discussions, the challenges, the illuminating and clarifying conversations. 

Now, is our time to live what we have received! Go forth and enjoy the grace 

and beauty of creation, the fruits of your labours, go work and live your 

vocation of love… because you are loved. 


