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October 19, 2013 

Awards of Professor Emeriti Status 

It is my very great pleasure this afternoon to grant a considerable honour to 

two former professors at Newman Theological College and St. Joseph’s 

Seminary; Dr. Gwen Miller, and Monsignor Frank Patsula. 

The awarding of the designations Professor Emeriti is a rare and special 

occasion, and the granting of this award to Brother Donutus Vervoot last 

year was the first awarding of this status in many years at the College.  The 

designation of Professor Emeritus, or in the feminine, Emerita, status is 

awarded to full professors retired from active duties and is translated from 

the Latin as “having merited honourable discharge by service”.  It is a mark 

of distinguished service awarded only to a chosen few on retirement, to 

persons of great importance in their given profession.  For example, Pope 

Benedict XVI retired to Pope Emeritus status in February 2013.   

Dr. Gwen Miller 

The first award of Professor Emerita status is made to Dr. Gwen Miller.   

Dr. Miller received her Bachelor of Education Degree from the University of 

Alberta in 1971 in music and French, obtained her Bachelor of Religious 

Education, with Distinction, from Newman Theological College in 1984, her 

Bachelor of Theology, with Distinction, from the College in 1985, her 

Master of Theology from the College in 1988 with a dissertation entitled 

“The Imagination as a Redemptive Power: An Interdisciplinary Synthesis”, 

and her PhD in Religion from the Claremont Graduate School in California 

in 1995 with a dissertation entitled “Symbol and Differences: Mind-Body 

Affinity and Interdisciplinarity”. 

She was a teacher in both the Edmonton Catholic and Sherwood Park 

Catholic School Systems, an Assistant Professor of Religion and 

Philosophy at Luther College in Iowa, a lecturer with St. Joseph’s College 

and Newman Theological College in Ethics, Feminist Theology and 

Religious Education, an adjunct lecturer in religious and moral education at 
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the University of Alberta, and a spiritual counsellor with the Redemptorist 

Centre for Growth. 

In her academic career, she was the recipient of many honours including 

the Franciscan Friars Scholarship and the Honoria Conway Scholarship, 

She was a director of the LaSalle Home for Abuse Victims, now part of 

Catholic Social Services, a member of Amnesty International, and a Doctor 

of Ministry Board Member of St. Stephen’s College.  She has worked as a 

consultant, workshop facilitator and speaker for professional organizations 

in groups throughout Alberta, lecturing on God and music, schools and 

spirituality, sacraments and liturgy, and she presented an original musical 

composition at the Newman Theological College Convocation in 2002 

entitled “Echoes of Eternity – Spirit Sounds”. 

Dr. Miller was a much-loved professor at the College and she shared her 

broad range of intellectual interests, and commitment to interdisciplinary 

studies and methods with her students.  While at the College she taught a 

wide variety of courses including Aesthetics, Biomedical Ethics, God and 

Gender, Philosophical Questions and Theology, Contemporary Philosophy, 

Protestant Theology, the Wisdom of Israel, Women in the Church, 

Sexuality and Marriage, Women in Religious Thought, Classic Christian 

Spiritualities, Contemporary Christian Ethics, Contemporary Theory and 

Praxis in Religious Education, and Research and Methodology in Theology.   

Dr. Miller was always approachable, kind, enthusiastic about her students, 

optimistic, and collegial in all respects.  She is certainly an outstanding 

recipient of the designation Professor Emerita.   

Your Grace; Dr. Miller, please step forward to accept this well-earned 

honourific.   (Certificate presentation) 
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Monsignor Frank Patsula 

The second recipient of the designation Professor Emeritus is Monsignor 

Frank Patsula. 

Monsignor Patsula was born in Regina, Saskatchewan, graduated from St. 

Joseph’s High School in Edmonton and attended seminary here at St. 

Joseph’s Seminary, in philosophy and theology between 1949 and 1955.  

He was ordained in June 1955 by Bishop Francis Carroll and has served in 

many parishes across the Archdiocese including in Trochu, Vermilion, 

Camrose, and Red Deer, and in Edmonton at St. Patrick’s, St. Joseph’s 

Cathedral, as it then was, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, and Good 

Shepherd.   

He was a director of the seminary and one of the original founders of 

Newman Theological College in 1969.  Monsignor Patsula obtained his 

Canon Law Degree from the University of Ottawa in 1964 and became one 

of Canada’s pre-eminent Canon lawyers.  In his capacity as a Canon 

lawyer, he held various positions within the Alberta Regional Tribunal 

including appointment as Judicial Vicar between 1978 and 2005.  He is 

considered an expert in Marriage Tribunal work and a compassionate 

counsellor.  He served two terms on the Canadian Canon Law Society,  

and was named an executive member of the Canadian Canon Law Society.   

In 2009, he received the Canadian Canon Law Society’s highest honour, 

the Jean Thorn  Award of Merit in recognition of exceptional contribution to 

the study and service of Canon Law.  In 1985, he was named Prelate of 

Honour by Pope John Paul II, and awarded the title of Monsignor.   

He is known as both a pastoral and practical priest, a gentle and attentive 

advisor, and a wise and considered Judicial Vicar.   

He most recently has served as Chaplain for the Sisters of Charity (Halifax) 

at the St. Vincent Convent.  He is, without reservation, an exemplary 

teacher, pastor, Canon lawyer and Judge, and a most worthy recipient of 

the title, Professor Emeritus. 

Your Grace; Monsignor Frank Patsula, please step forward to accept this 

well-earned honourific.   (Certificate presentation) 


