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Archbishop Joseph N. MacNeil Outstanding Achievement Award 

2013 

This year’s recipient of the Archbishop Joseph N. MacNeil Outstanding 

Achievement Award is an educator, a mentor, and someone who might be 

characterized as a life-long learner. 

 

She took her first course at Newman in 1998, and as of today she holds two 

degrees from our College: the Graduate Diploma in Religious Education 

(completed in 2005), and the Master of Religious Education awarded today. 

 

Our recipient is an excellent student, having received excellent academic grades 

in all of her studies at the College and graduating with distinction with her first 

degree and once again today.  

 

In her time of study with us, she has always sought to develop a greater 

competency in religious education. This has been a personal pursuit for her, of 

course, but it also demonstrates a passion to serve as an instrument of learning 

for others, a service that she offers generously in her local school district and to 

the church regionally, nationally and even internationally. 
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In 2002, she engaged students in hands-on faith educational experiences taking a 

group of students to World Youth Day in Toronto and setting up student and 

teacher service opportunities for them. Similarly, in 2008, she participated as a 

pilgrim in the International Eucharistic Congress held in Quebec City, in order 

to “come back…with a new light and commitment to do God’s work” in her 

school and parish environments. 

 

For many years, she has been involved in Catholic social justice work notably 

through an organization called Roots of Change Foundation, an organization 

that works with Fr. Denis Hébert (of our Archdiocese) to relieve poverty, provide 

education and promote Health and Wellness in Nicaragua and the surrounding 

area. She has served as both President and Vice President on the board of that 

organization; and she has travelled to Nicaragua three times to work with 

Christians there to improve the lives of poor people living in that country. In 

January 2014, she will be leading a group of students and teachers to Nicaragua 

to inspire them in turn to carry on this good work of their Foundation. 

 

In 2012 our recipient was chosen as one of two Newman Theological College 

delegates to attend the Canadian Theological Students Conference in Ottawa. 

Although she was not directly involved with ecumenical issues before the 

conference, she grew quickly in her understanding and commitment to 
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ecumenism and in ecumenical sensitivity. So much so that on the last day of the 

Conference, she stepped up to the plate and volunteered to work to bring the 

following year’s Canadian Theological Students Conference to Edmonton. 

 

Together with our student council president, Angela Veters, who also attended 

the 2012 conference, our recipient chaired the local planning committee that 

brought the Canadian Theological Students Conference to Edmonton in 2013. 

Reflecting on the experience of working with our recipient, Angela said: 

She is very professional, she sets high standards in all that she does and 

then she achieves them. She is a servant leader who knows how to build a 

team and delegate responsibility but does not hesitate to get her hands 

dirty with some of the practical tasks that need to be done. She is also an 

upbeat and positive person with a wonderful sense of hospitality; she made 

each and every person who attended the Conference feel very welcome. 

We couldn’t agree more with this assessment. 

 

Our recipient has demonstrated outstanding work and service in the wider 

Edmonton Catholic community while studying at NTC. She serves as the 

religious education consultant for the Conseil Scolaire Centre-Nord (North 

Central) francophone school district.  She is also a founding member and 

Coordinator of the–Conseil de l’education de la foi catholique chez les 



4 

 

francophones de l’Alberta (which is the Board of Education of the Catholic faith 

among Francophones in Alberta). As a Religious Education consultant in 

Francophone Catholic schools in our province, our recipient has formed 

hundreds of new teachers in their faith and organized numerous religious 

celebrations in her school district.  

 

For exhibiting these and other qualities of excellence, faith and service to the 

NTC community, the Church, the Catholic schools and the wider ecumenical 

community, it is with great pleasure that we announce this year’s recipient of the 

Archbishop Joseph N. MacNeil Outstanding Achievement Award: 

Suzanne Foisy-Moquin 

 


